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Aspire Carolinas Foundation Meeting Minutes

Location: Aspire Trade High School
Date: September 28, 2026
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:33 pm 
Agenda Items

1.) Call to Order
Ann Bertino called the meeting to order

2.) Roll Call/Attendance

In Attendance

Board Chair – Ann Bertino 

Board Vice Chair – Heidi Bertino-Daum

Board Treasurer – Vickey Day

Board Secretary – Lori Jennings 

Executive Director Aspire Carolinas Foundation – Jennifer Nichols


Guests / Staff Present

New Principal - Dr. Victoria Privott (Dr. V.)

Ms. Iesha Williams – School Counselor

Ms. Saige Lyall - Academic & Enrollment Advisor

Ms. Cathy Fasciana – Aspire Carolinas Foundation


3.) Review and Approve August 31, 2026 Meeting Minutes

The board was asked to review the August 31, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Motion: Vickey Day: Motion to approve August 31, 2026 meeting minutes as written. Heidi Bertino-Daum seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Lori Jennings, Heidi Bertino-Daum, and Anne Bertino.

4.) New Business
● Introduction of New Principal - Dr. Victoria Privott (Dr. V.) 
Dr. Privett introduced herself – she has 25 years’ experience in public education with the last 11 as an administrator. Her goals are consistency and communication and she has improved the academics at every school she has worked at. Currently she is meeting with all staff and will establish a plan of behavior and academic support. 
● Enrollment numbers - discussion
       9th - 79   10th - 98      11th - 83   12th – 59
We currently have 319 students enrolled. We have started our Carowinds Reward program for referring a student that enrolls and have used 4 so far. We will attend the Huntersville Night Out event on October 7th. We have 2 more pending students. 
● Budget discussion 
We have the June 30th budget from Prestige but there are still a few errors to correct. The budget is based on 353 students. We need to have an annual board retreat to go over the budget and the board will email each other availability. 
● Bussing discussion (student needs)
We did get a new bus and all buses are now running. We are adding a 4th route for the Gastonia/Steele Creek area and adding bus-stops so we can have more students take the bus. We have 38 additional students who would like to be added. 
● Dual Enrollment
Ms. Lyall presented our dual enrollment program with hand-out.
5.)  If Closed Session is Requested
· Closed session requested under 143-318.11.  Closed sessions Option (6) To consider the qualification, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual, public officer, or employee or prospective public officer, or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee.
Motion: Ann Bertino: Motion to go to closed session. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, Lori Jennings and Anne Bertino.
6.) Return from closed session and Future Mtg Date/Adjournment            
Our next meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2026 at 4:30 at ATHS.                                                                                                                                                  
7.) Motion to Adjourn 
Motion: Lori Jennings: Motion: Motion to adjourn. Ann Bertino seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, Lori Jennings and Anne Bertino.
image1.png
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA




