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Aspire Carolinas Foundation Meeting Minutes

Location: Aspire Trade High School
Date: August 31, 2026
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:10 pm 
Agenda Items

1.) Call to Order
Ann Bertino called the meeting to order

2.) Roll Call/Attendance

In Attendance

Board Chair – Ann Bertino 

Board Vice Chair – Heidi Bertino-Daum

Board Treasurer – Vickey Day

Executive Director Aspire Carolinas Foundation – Jennifer Nichols

Absent

Board Secretary – Lori Jennings 

Guests / Staff Present

Ms. Lafrieeda Busby – Head of School

Ms. Suzanne Evans – Director Finance and HR

Ms. Saige Lyall - Academic & Enrollment Advisor

Ms. Cathy Fasciana – Aspire Carolinas Foundation


3.) Review and Approve July 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes

The board was asked to review the July 26, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Motion: Heidi Bertino-Daum: Motion to approve the July 26, 2026 meeting minutes as written. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, and Anne Bertino.

4.) New Business

Aspire Trade High School | 62N | 2026-2027 Beginning Year Teacher Plan (Vote Needed)
Ms. Busby asked that the board review and approve the new: 2026-2027 Beginning Year Teacher Plan
Motion: Vickey Day: Motion to approve the 2026-2027 Beginning Year Teacher Plan and have Ms. Bertino-Daum sign the document. Ann Bertino seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum and Anne Bertino. 
Enrollment
Ms. Nichols updated the board on the current enrollment numbers and some plans that they are implementing to help reach new students who can still enroll.
Budget Discussion
Ms. Nichols updated the board and the budget and on some issues we are having with the roof. Ms. Nichols is waiting to hear back from the installation contractors on covered repairs, as the roof and all its materials are still under warranty.
Bussing Discussion
The board discussed different bussing options for students that have a long commute to school. The board will investigate private minivan transport and gas cards to encourage carpooling. 
Motion to Adjourn 
Motion: Ann Bertino: Motion: Motion to adjourn. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, and Anne Bertino.
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