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Aspire Carolinas Foundation Meeting Minutes

Location: Virtual Meeting
Date: July 26, 2026
Time: 5:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
Agenda Items

1.) Review and Approve June 10, 2026 Meeting Minutes

The board was asked to review the June 10, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Motion: Heidi Bertino-Daum: Motion to approve the June 10, 2026 meeting minutes as written. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, Lori Jennings and Anne Bertino by proxy.
2.) Call to Order

Heidi-Bertino Daum called the meeting to order.

3.) Roll Call/ Attendance

In Attendance

Board Chair – Ann Bertino – By Proxy (Proxy given to Heidi Bertino-Daum) Ann Bertino was present for roll call and gave Heidi Bertino-Daum the right to vote for her by proxy as she had to leave the call. 

Board Vice Chair – Heidi Bertino-Daum

Board Secretary – Lori Jennings 

Board Treasurer – Vickey Day

Executive Director Aspire Carolinas Foundation – Jennifer Nichols

4.) Guests / Staff Present

Dr. Browder, Ms. Busby, Ms. Evans and Ms. Williams



5.) New Business

Aspire Trade High School | 62N | Debarment & Prayer Certification (Vote Needed)
Ms. Busby stated that these signed forms are needed to get our Title Funds for the year. 
Motion: Heidi Bertino-Daum: Motion to approve Ms. Nichols to sign the documents FY27 NC Prayer Certification and Single set of Assurances and NC Debarment Certification 2026-2027. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum and Anne Bertino by proxy. (Lori Jennings not yet arrived)
 62N FY27 Financial Services & Grant Services Engagements (Prestige School Solutions) (Vote Needed) 
Ms. Nichols stated that we will have both our financial services and grant services done by Prestige. 
Motion: Vickey Day: Motion to approve Ms. Nichols to sign the documents for Prestige Financial Services and Prestige Grant Services. Heidi Bertino-Baum seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, and Anne Bertino by proxy. (Lori Jennings not yet arrived)
New Contract for Rebekkah Barr (Auditor) (Vote Needed)
The board reviewed the contract that had been emailed to them.
Motion: Vickey Day: Motion to approve Ms. Nichols to sign the documents for Prestige Financial Services and Prestige Grant Services. Heidi Bertino-Baum seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum and Anne Bertino by proxy. (Lori Jennings not yet arrived)
Signed Request for renewal of charter (No Vote Needed) (FYI)
This document has been signed and uploaded into EpiCenter. We have 2 years left until our renewal.
Carolinas School Services (No Vote Needed) (FYI)

Carolinas School Services will continue to provide our OT and speech services. 

Parent Square Agreement (No Vote Needed) (FYI)

Parent Square is our communication platform with parents and can send mass emails and text messages. 

Crackerjack Cleaning – Custodial Services (No Vote Needed) (FYI)

This cleaner has good recommendations and we have signed a 10-month contract. 

Upcoming Event and Items (No Voted Needed) (FYI)

Ms. Busby stated that tomorrow our new hires will be onboarded and we will be having Open Houses for the students before school starts. 
Motion to Adjourn Open Session and go into Closed Session

Motion: Heidi Bertino-Daum: Motion: Motion to adjourn open session and begin closed session:  Closed Session Requested under 143‑318.11. Closed sessions Option (6) To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee. General personnel policy issues may not be considered in a closed session. A public body may not consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, appointment, or removal of a member of the public body or another body and may not consider or fill a vacancy among its own membership except in an open meeting. Final action making an appointment or discharge or removal by a public body having final authority for the appointment or discharge or removal shall be taken in an open meeting. Vickey Day seconds the motion. Motion Approved: Voted Yes: Vickey Day, Heidi Bertino-Daum, Lori Jennings and Anne Bertino by proxy.
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